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THE INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS, AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON ENGINEERING HERITAGE

PLAQUING PROGRAM

LAMINGTON BRIDGE, MARYBOROUGH
QUEENSLAND

Ceremony Report

In conjunction with Lamington Bridge Centenary Celebrations
organised jointly by the Maryborough Family Heritage Institute
Inc, the Maryborough, Wide Bay and Burnett Historical Society
Inc and the Department of Main Roads, Queensland a plaquing
ceremony initiated by the Queensland Division’s Heritage Panel
was successfully performed on 26 October 1996.

The Centenary Celebrations involved a full days program of
community activities culminating in an Official Dinner that
evening. As the after—dinner speaker Emeritus Professor Colin
0’Connor gave an enlightening and educational history of the
bridge.

Prior to the plaquing ceremony a re—enactment of the original
bridge opening ceremony was excellently performed by school

children. The plaque was unveiled jointly by The Honourable
Rob Borbidge, MLA, Premier of Queensland and Mr Cliff Button,
President, Queensland Division. The aforementioned, together

with Mr Warren Truss, M.L.A. Federal Member for Wide Bay and
Councillor Alan Brown, Mayor of Maryborough gave speeches
prior to the cutting of the ribbon to ‘open’ the bridge.

In his speech Mr Button stressed the importance and
significance of engineering heritage, however copies of
speeches were not available.

The plaque reads:

HISTORIC ENGINEERING MARKER LAMINGTON BRIDGE

Opened to Traffic on 30 October 1896 to provide access from
Maryborough to Tinana and the Gympie Goldfield this 1is
Australia’s first large reinforced concrete road bridge.
Designed by A.B. Brady, and named after the Governor of
Queensland, it has eleven 15.2m spans and a total length of
187m, larger than any known comparable bridge in the world at

that time. Brady was honoured by the Institution of Civil
Engineer, London for its design. The bridge was widened in
1970.

Dedicated by The Institution of Engineers, Australia and the
Department of Main Roads, Queensland, 1996.

Enclosed are photographs, together with copies of programs,
dinner menu, thank-you letters, and press clippings.
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My dear Premier

Lamlngron Bridge Centenary Celebravions

Many thanks for your very active participation at Maryborough last Saturday in the
Institution’s Nationwide program of awarding Historic Engineering Markers. The
Institution’s ongoing program seeks to inform the comumunity about the contribution
that engineers and engineering make to providing the services that we as a community
often tend to take for granted.

As you are probably aware, Queenslanders and visitors to the State are increasingly
tlocking to museums and to monuments, particularly those that are interestingly and
informatively interpreted.

I understand that your Government’s Department of Main Roads has embarked upon a
Departmental museum of roadmaking history and heritage at Toowoomba. I most
enthusiastically express the Institution’s support for that venture, which would provide
a valuable tourist attraction and educational facility (and other social, cultural and
community benefits) in one of Queensland’s key provincial centres. It will also provide
further evidence of your Government’s concern for the husbandry of this State’s
engineering history and heritage, in which I am sure you share with me, and the
Institution, a sense of real pride.

For reasons not clear to me, I understand that an eleventh hour delay has occurred in
the program for opening the Toowoomba museum. It would be much appreciated if
you could encourage the Department of Main Roads towards an early opening of this
outstanding and innovarive facility in Toowoomba, and advise the Institution in due
course as to when the opening can be re-programmed: back on the road, so to speak.

Thank you again for your outstanding contribution to the Institution’s plaquing
program at the Lamington Bridge Centenary Celebrations.

Ys

CB
Queensland Division President

CAHO HAWPDATAMEAUST\LISTSITE\LAMNGTON.LST
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Councillor .....cuuce.
The Right Honourable the Mayor
Maryborough City Council

Dear Conncillar ..ocxomin
Lamingron Bridge Centenary Celebrations

This is to thank you and your Council for the hospitable and friendly environment that
I and several other Members of the Institution experienced in Maryborough during the
recent centenary celebrations.

Your City, with its very sophisticated and highly developed sense of heritage, is of even
greater historical interest to the Institution because of the several elements of
engineering and industrial undertakings which contribure te the unique Maryborough
culture. It 15 particularly picasing to Know that one of our Members, Mr Les York, s
an elected Councillor; and it was indeed a pleasure to meet him and experience his
organising expertise at the celebratory dinner,

Without question, the celebrations of last Saturday were an outstanding success, and I

wish to record the Institution’s appreciation of the contribution that the Maryborough
City Council must have made towards that success.

bl

CB
Queensland Division President

CaHO HAWPDATAVEAUSTLETSITILAMNGTON 1513 -
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Mr R Wharton
Director-General
Depoartment of Main Roads
GPO Box 1412

Brisbane 4001

Dear Dick
Lamington Bridge Centenary Celebrations

This is to record the Institution’s appreciation of the Department’s contribution to the
celebrations and plaquing that tock place at Maryboraugh last Saturday.

As you are probably by now aware, The Premier attended the celebrations and
participated in the re-opening ceremony by cutting the ribbon that was symbolically
closing the bridge. This he did with considerable panache. He ther unveiled the
Institution’s Historic Engineering Marker.

The celebrations were an outstanding success, and the valuable exposure of the
Institution’s nationwide plaquing program of historic engineering works was possible
largely as a result of the input to the proceedings from your Department,

-
For your possible interest, I attach a copy of the Institution’s letter to the Demier, in
which I raise the matter of the Department’s Toowoomba museum. It seems to me

that such 2 museum would be a real Jong-term winner, for Toowoomba and for the
Department.

Many thanks.

Y s

CB
Queensland Division President

CAHO HAWPDATAVEAUST\LISTSITE\LAMNG TON 157 -
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To the Editor

1 Centenary of
a bridge

The Maryborough Wide Bay & Burnett
Historical Society is planning to celebrate
the centenary of the Lamington Bridge,
Maryborough, on Saturday, October 26,
1996. This important low-level bridge on
the Bruce Highway crosses the Mary River

and links southern areas of Queensland to
the City of Maryborough.

It replaced the wooden high-structured
bridge which was destroyed in the
devastating 1893 floods.

The Lamington Bridge is a historically
important structure believed to be the first
reinforced concrete bridge built in Austra-
lia. Its 11 spans are reinforced with railway
rails to both the top and bottom faces of
the deck. The 11 spans of the superstruc-
ture were placed in only 22 days — a half-
width of each spah being placed every day.
It was officially opened on October 30,
1896.

A book is being published for the occa-
sion and we would like to make contact
with all descendants of those who worked
on the construction of the bridge or were
members of the Maryborough Bridge
Board. Any memorabilia of the occasion
would be appreciated for displays.

Celebrations are planned for Saturday,.
October 26, at the Aquatic Centre near the
bridge.

A dinner will be held that evening
in the Maryborough Town Hall. Everyone
is welcome to help us celebrate.

Inquiries: The Secretary, MWB&B His-
tory Society, PO Box 84 Maryborough Qid
4650. — JACKIE TEMPLETON, hon sec-
retary
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Your Say -

Gatakers

rescue
success

I WOULD like to thank
and congratulate all per-

sons who took part in the

rescue of 15 people from
the water in Gatakers
Bay and beyond on Feb-
ruary 22, 1996.

Controlled by the Wa-

ter Police, the emergency

- services involved were

the Police Service, the
Ambulance Service, SE-
QEB helicopters, the
SES and Air-Sea Rescue
Hervey Bay.

A special thanks to Mr
Ian Todd of Gatakers
Bay Boat Hire for his co-
operation and the assis-
tance given during the
rescue, :

Contrary to media re-
ports our friends of the

. Coast Guard were not in-

volved in the operation.
From the time the first
emergency service (Air-
Sea Rescue) was notified
of the situation, to the
time that all persons had

- been accounted for and

the Water Police called:
the search off was two
hours and 35 minutes.
This was in 30-35-knot

.winds and two-metre

seas.
The speed that all ser-
vices responded enabled
the rescue to be complet-
ed before dark, thus pre-
venting possible fatali-
ties.
Peter Crawford, Commo-
dore, Air-Sea Rescue
Hervey Bay.

L -

'_ DK Hedger,

‘Bridge centenary |

THE Maryborough Family Heritage Institute in asso-
ciation with the
Historical Society are holding a centenary celebration
of the opening o
We are currently searching for the descendants of
anyone who had anything to do with the construction
of the Lamington Bridge. Anyone able to assist us
with this request
Family Heritage Institute, PO Box 913, Maryborough;
. phone (071) 23 1620, or fax (071) 23 1884.
.. Dell Jamieson, Chairperson.
i}_’@mﬁ’-:ﬁ-:"‘»‘; P we b

one who has.

Wales today. .

CCHR, established by the Church of
Scientology in 1969 to investigate and

Policy on children
should be stated

Psychosurgery is a procedure used by
some psychiatrists on “mentally il
persons. It is still used in New South

sychosurgery pr

THE CITIZENS’ Commission On Hu-
- man Rights (CCHR) is currently con-
ducting a survey on psychosurgery, and
is interested in hearing from people
who have undergone this and/or from
relatives and friends who know some-

expose psychiatric violat
-rights, was responsible
about the Royal Cor
Chelmsford Hospital wh
died from deep sleep trea
If you or a loved one
gone psychosurgery we ar
hearing from you. Read
call. CCHR on our .
(02) 267 1569 or write
A625, South Sydney. A
respected.
Charlotte Swanson, Citiz
sion on Human Rights, Na

PROFESSIOI

-IN REFERENCE to a letter from Karryn Anderson Safe, e

(Observer 23-2-96) regarding the underage persons * SKif
policy of the Hervey Bay Boat Club, it should be * Diges
pointed out to the Hervey Bay Boat Club Manage- * Allerg
ment Committee that most clubs welcome children

and in some instances display this in their advertising.
To save Hervey Bay Boat Club members and visi-
their time perhaps the Hervey Bay Boat
state their policy on children in their
This would allow members and visitors

tors wasting
Club should
advertising.

* Stres

GR

21 TORQ
PIALBA

with children to make alternative arrangements and

avoid the embarrassment
Bay Boat Club and being confronted with this unpop-
ular and discriminatory by-law. = o ~ s

I am a long-

term member of the Hervey Bay Boat
Club and former management committee member,
49 William Street, Urangan.

of arriving at the Hervey

Maryborough Wide Bay and Burnett
f the Lamington Bridge.

please contact the Maryborough
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Sydney engineer

i

made bridge boss

The depression being experi-
‘enced throughout Australia in

the 1890s becomes obvious when

the applications for the positions
‘of superintending engineer and
sub-inspectors on the new bridge
at Maryborough are examined.

No sooner had the idea of the
new bridge been mooted than
the letfers began to come in (o
the Bridge Board, There were
seven applying to the superin-
tending une?dployed, having
been retrenched from the public
service because of the cutback in
building projects by the coloial
governments,

Many had ‘worked'_for the -

Queensland Railway Depart-
ment, as inspectors for various
important works. One had expe-
rience on the Forth Bridge in
Scotland, another had beén re-
sponsible for building in concrete
Jaties Campbell & Son's Creek

. Street Warehouse in Brisbane.

" Most had home addresses in
Brisbane, a few from the Mary-
porough-Bundaberg area, and
others from Sydney in the south,
north to Cairns, and West to St
George. >

In early October, 1894, the
Bridge Board accepted the rec-

_ommendation of the Govern-
ment Engineer of Bridges and
appointed Mr A. J. Goldsmith as
superintending engineer at £400
per annum. :

Alfred Joseph Goldsmith,

born in London 1848, sailed with .

a brother and sister to join his
father in Victoria in 1853, his
mother dying on the voyage out.
His father moved to Sydney to
work in the iron trade, and was
joined at P. N. Russell & Co. in
1863 by A. J. who became a ca-
det in the drafting and designing
office. cou ', 8 g s
- In 1872 hé worked for the
Public . Works Department” of
NSW in the harbours and rivers
branch, and from there moved to
Queensland in 1874 as chief as-
sistant to the newly appointed
Chief Engineer of Harbours and
Divare Nenartment.

His association with John
Walker & Co. (later Walkers
Ltd) began with the designing of
dredges in 1876, built by that
company for the Queensland
Government. He was invited in
1881 to join the firm as a manag-
ing director. He took charge of
the ship yard. In 1892 he retired
from active management of the
company and became a consult-
ing engineer in Brisbane. He re-

turned to the board of Walkers

Ltd in 1902 by election of share-
holders. i

Enginea J.
smith

td

Gold-

In the meantime he undertook
the superintendence of the Lam-
ington Bridge, followed by su-
pervising the néw steel traffic

bridge at Bundaberg. His paper |
about the difficulties with t is’

bridge earned him the presti-
gious Telford Premium from the
Institution of Civil Engineers,
London.

A.J. Goldsmith was also a

» member of the Chamber of

Commeice and the School of
Arts Committee. He was respon-
sible for the purchase of the fig-
urehead “Minerva” above the
entrance to the School of Arts.

He died in Brisbane in 1928,
leaving a widow and four of the
six children born to the mar-
riage. ) gl

John Rhodes, formerly of
Rusheutter's Bay, Sydney, was
appointed a sub-inspector at £4/
4£ per week, notice one week on
either side. He had had bridge
building experience in England,

Queensland and NSW. Because
of delays in the progress of work
his services were dispensed with
on March 26, 1895. August Bor-
jeson was appointed as an in-
spector, including diving, in
April 1895 under the same con-
ditions. Thomas Rees gave up

‘the contract in May, and it was

not until July a new tender from
McArdle and Thompson was ac-

 cepted.

This firm's’ manager, Mr
Hudd, was quité often at 0dds
with' Mr Goldsmith — there
were some stoppages in work in
August when Goldsmith ‘would
not allow cement to be mixed af-
ter dark as he did not consider
the lamps were either numerous
enough or bright enough — an
opinion not shared by Mr Hudd.

' A Borjeson resigned as sub-in-

spector” in April, 1896 and was
". replaced by James Valentine of
. South Toowong.

Mr Ernie F. Hansén, of Ellena

. Street, Maryborough, builder

and contractor for more than 20
ears in Bundaberg and Mary-
rough, was the Bridge Board’s
inspector of works for some -
years into the 1900s. .- . :
The original applications for
work, with references in most
cases, are to be seen in the dis-
play at the School of Arts
mounted by the Maryborough
Wide Bay and Burnett Historical
Society Inc. to celebrate the cen-
tenary of the bridge which alone
linked the city to the south by
road for so many years. Join Us
at the bridge for the birthday
party, October 26, and honour
the work of the men who built so
well. >
The freshly-painted rails are
the original — how many times
have they been removed to allow
the flood waters to pass unil-
peded during the 10 decades the
bridge has been in use? 5
o Feature contributed by the
Maryborough Wide Bay and
Burnett Histerlcal Soclety durlng
the centenary month of the Lam-
ington Bridge. :



